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Activities & Events

Traditionally the Months of
April and May are full of
events that require our
attention with the highlight
for our organization being
the Coral Sea Memorial

Service and Dinner.

One must conclude that
both these occasions were
set in an appropriate atmos-
phere and ran smoothly
thanks to hard work done

t

Australian American Associlation
In South Australia

Focus p

June 2010

By your Webmaster: Paul Peereboom

by our committee members Due to all the formal events
and our President in particu- we 6 d al most f
lar. Please have a look at outhad an informal Meet &
photo books online at Greet on Saturday the 20th
www.aaasa.org.au. If you of March.

were present at these events

then you might find a photo X .
of yourself in there! Edinburgh Hotel and admit-

tedly we had the most talka-
In addition many of our mem-tjve corner. It was encour-
bers are also involved with aging to learn that fo||owing
ANZAC Day activities and the Meet & Greet two new
other festivities that have members signed up!

now all concluded.

It was a busy night at the

As mentioned in The Focus
earlier this year we are orga-
nizing a Quiz evening.

This is planned for the 14th
of August and tentatively the
Parish Hall at St. Andrews in
Walkerville has been booked
for the evening. Keep an eye
out for the flyer to be

posted on the website.

Which brings us to the next
event for 2010: 4th of July !
This Independence Day a
JAZZ Afternoon has been
scheduled from 2pm to 5pm
in the Tropeano Function
Centre on 443 Tapleys Hill

Road in Fulham Gardens.

Nibbles will be provided and
drinks are available at bar

prices. This issuedbds fo

is a once off; as everybody is

Entry is $20 pp; children un- away | used what | had available

der 12 are free.

News and Information

The Consulate General of the
United States has issued a messag
from the Warden addressed to all
U.S. Citizens who are living over-

seas.

It explains that a new law has been
enacted that amends the existing la
regarding overseas voting in Feder:
Elections and should make voting

easier for overseas Americans. See

Page 2 for further info.

Adelaide will be hosting the 2010
Federal Conference of the Aus-
tralian American Association in
September. Accommodation and
conference facilities have been
sourced and a plan of activities is
being discussed as to extend our
welcome to interstate delegates.
Please monitor our website for
further information regarding

these activities.
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Issued by:

Consulate General of
the United States

In Melbourne, VIC

This legislation
amends existing
law regarding
overseas voting
in federal
elections, and
should make
voting

easier for
overseas
Americans.

www.fvap.gov

New Voting Law

New Law Makes Absentee Beginning with the Novem- states will be required, at

Voting Easier for Over-
seas Americans

On October 28, 2009, Con-
gress enacted the Military
and Overseas Voter Em-
powerment (MOVE) Act.
This legislation amends
existing law regarding
overseas voting in federal
elections, and should make
voting

easier for overseas Ameri-
cans.

New Procedures for 2010
Elections

ber 2010 general election,
and for all subsequent gen-
eral, special, and primary
elections, states will be
required to mail out ballots
at least 45 days prior to an
election for a federal office.
This requirement may
cause some states to selecl
earlier primary dates in
order to comply with the 45
day mailing deadline, or to
request waivers due to spe-
cial circumstances.

In addition to mailing bal-
lots to overseas voters, the

the voter's request, to pro-
vide registration forms,
absentee ballot request
forms, and blank ballots via
fax or email. However,
each state's laws determine
whether ballot requests or
voted ballots can be re-
turned via fax or email. The
new law prohibits states
from rejecting marked bal-
lots based on notarization,
paper size, or paper weight
requirements. The witness-
ing requirements of individ-
ual states remain in place.

Absentee Ballot Requests

Overseas Absentee Ballot
Requests

Effective immediately,
states will no longer be
required by federal law to
continue to mail election
materials to overseas ad-

continue to send out elec-
tion materials before requir-
ing overseas voters to sub-
mit new ballot requests.
This change, sought by
local election officials,
should greatly decrease the

ment of State recommends
that all U.S. voters residing
abroad request absentee
ballots from their local
election officials at the start
of each calendar year, and
whenever there is a change

dresses (even when they arezolume of voting materials of address, change of e

determined to be invalid)
for two complete general

sent abroad to addresses
where Americans no longer

election cycles on the basis reside.

of a single ballot request. It

State Department Recom-

will now be up to each state mendationsin light of

to determine how long to

these changes, the Depart-

mail address, or change of
name, by completing and
sending in a Federal Post
Card Application (FPCA).
See link on the Newsletter
tab at: www.aaasa.org.au

Where to find information

To locate information on
your specific state's re-
quirements, and to obtain
an online version of the
FPCA, please visit
www.fvap.gov. Voters may
also pick up a hard copy of
the FPCA from any U.S.
embassy or consulate.
FPCAs may be mailed to
your local voting officials
in the United States via
international mail or from

late. Many states allow U.S.
citizens overseas to submit
the FPCA by amail or fax.
The Department of State
strongly encourages all
U.S. overseas voters to pro:
vide email addresses or fax
numbers on their FPCAs to
enable local election offi-
cials to transmit election
materials in the fastest
manner available, which
should then allow sufficient

any U.S. embassy or consu-time for the return of voted

ballots. For information
regarding your specific
state, please visit
www.fvap.gov.The Voting
Assistance Officer at the
U.S. Consulate General in
Melbourne is also always
available to answer ques-
tions about absentee voting.
To contact the Voting As-
sistance Officer, call 03
95265900 Monday
through Friday, between
12:30pm3:30pm.
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Coral Sea Memorial

Australia and the United States have a shared his-
tory which goes back to before the World Wars.
Both have previously been British colonies and
many Americans flocked to the Australian gold-
fields in the 1880s.

The relationship really came to prominence in
World War 2, when the two nations worked ex-
tremely closely in the Pacific war against Japan,
with General Douglas MacArthur undertaking his
role as Supreme Allied Commander based in Aus-
tralia, effectively having Australian troops and re-
sources under his command.

During this period, the cultural interaction between
Australia and the US was elevated to a higher level
as over one million US military personnel moved
through Australia during the course of the war.
One of the more important events in the develop-
ment of our early relationship was the Battle of the
Coral Sea. The build up to the Battle started with
the bombing of Pearl Harbour on December 7th
1941. As Japan extended its defensive perimeter,
Singapore fell and Darwin was bombed in Febru-
ary 1942.

The overall Japanese strategy was to extend Ja-
pan's eastern defensive perimeter to the central
Pacific and in so doing cut communications be-
tween the US and Australia. With Australia iso-
lated, Japan would force them to withdraw from
fighting. A vital element of this strategy was the
capture and subsequent building of a base in Port
Moresby.

I think we have all heard the history of the battle
many ti mes, so lcoudtdagéin i
today. | will, however, make some observations
about the impact of that battle on the war in the
Pacific.

At the conclusion of the Battle, both sides publicly
claimed victory. In terms of ships lost, the Japa-
nese won a tactical victory by sinking an American
fleet carrier, an oiler, and a destroyer which, at that
time, represented one quarter of the US carrier
strength in the Pacific.

The battle was seen by the Japanese as merely a
temporary setback. The results confirmed their low
opinion of American fighting capability, and sup-
ported their belief that future carrier operations
against the US were assured of success. Had they
not been so overconfident, they might have won-
dered a little more about how the American carri-
ers managed to turn up in the right place at the
right time to confront the invading fleet.

The Australians and the US forces in Australia
were initially disappointed with the outcome, fear-
ing the operation was the precursor to an invasion

of the Australian mainland and that the setback to
Japan was only temporary. In strategic terms the con-
sequences for Japan were much more serious.

The Allies prevented the seaborne invasion of Port
Moresby, lessening the threat of interference with the
supply lines between the US and Australia. And since
the Japanese were unable to support another attempt
to invade Port Moresby from sea, they were forced to
expend additional resources on an ambitious attempt
to take Port Moresby by land.

The battle also marked the first time that Japanese
invasion force had been turned back without achiev-
ing its objective. his gradually lifted the morale of the
Allies after a series of serious defeats. Perhaps the
most significant effect of the Coral Sea battle was the
impact it had upon the Battle of Midway. You will re-
call that the overall Japanese Naval strategy was to
launch a devastating attack on the main American
fleet at Midway, between Pearl Harbour and Japan,
destroying it and forcing America out of the Pacific
War. The loss of two Japanese carriers that Admiral
Yamamoto had planned to use, plus their belief that
Yorktown had been sunk, provided the US with a de-
cisive advantage. At Midway the entire Japanese Pa-
cific fleet of carriers was virtually destroyed. This
opened the way for the Allies to regain all the areas
that had fallen to the Japanese in the Pacific, though
only after several more years, and enormous losses.

The Battle of Midway proved to be the turning point in
the war in the Pacific. Japan never recovered from
the loss of four carriers in that Battle.

The Battle of the Coral Sea provided the first hints
that the Japanese high-water-mark had been
reached. The Battle of Midway put that sign up for all
to see.At Midway the entire Japanese Pacific fleet of
carriers was virtually destroyed. This opened the way
for the Allies to regain all the areas that had fallen to
the Japanese in the Pacific, though only after several
more years, and enormous losses.

The Battle of Midway proved to be the turning point in
the war in the Pacific. Japan never recovered from
the loss of four carriers in that Battle.

The Battle of the Coral Sea provided the first hints
that the Japanese high-water-mark had been
reached. The Battle of Midway put that sign up for all
to see.

Conclusion: The Battle of the Coral Sea thwarted

the Japanese planned invasion of Port Moresby and
ended the Japanese expansion southward. The Offi-
cial History of the Royal Australian Navy refers to the
Battle of the Cor al S.dle a
Battle forged a strong and lasting alliance with the

S
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United States, based on the realization that our two great nations were destined to share common inter-
ests, common attitudes and common goals.

Today we gather to remember those brave Australian and American sailors and airmen who fought so
valiantly in the Battle of the Coral Sea.

We honour their sacrifice and dedication to the cause of peace.

His Excellency Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce AC CSC RANR
Governor of South Australia
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COMMEMORATIVE SERVICES FOR THE
68TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF
THE CORAL SEA

PRIME MINISTER, CANBERRA

Sixty-eight years ago, Australia and the United
States joined forces to halt the Japanese ad-
vance in the Pacific.

Today, we remember the Australian and Ameri-
can military personnel who so valiantly fought in
the Battle of the Coral Sea.

Had the Japanese been able to seize control of
Port Moresby and to establish a base in the Solo-
mon Islands, the Imperial Japanese Navy would
have been able to interdict supply lines between
Australia and the United States and further ex-
tend Japanese control into the Southwest Pacific.
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Imperial Japanese advances in the Southwest Pacific from December 1941 to April 1942

The Battle of the Coral Sea was a critical turning
point in the Second World War. It was the first battle
in which Japan was denied its strategic objective. It
was also a critical forerunner to the Battle of Midway,
during which the Allies significantly weakened Japa-
nese naval power and seized the offensive against
Japanese forces.

The bond forged between Australia and the United
States during these dark days of war continues. As
allies, we remain united by common democratic prin-
ciples and shared strategic interests.

| take this opportunity, on behalf of all Australians, to
express my deep gratitude to Australian and Ameri-
can servicemen and women, both past and present,
for their dedication and courage.

The Honourable Kevin Rudd MP
Prime Minister of Australia




Volume 4, Issue 5 Page 5

New Members M
We wish to welcome the following who have joined since
-\ 0 . ». V|

our previous edition of The Focus:
Dr. Gene Bird
@ e
TH AUSTR,

Ms. Diana Thomas
Sunil Kumar Dixit

Annual Membership Fees  (Per financial year)

SINGLE:
Registration Fedpayable upon joiningincludes name badge) $10
Membership (due every year) $40.
Total Fee Payable on joining $50
STUDENT: OA new
No Registration Fee Membership for 12 months from date of joinin§20 membership
Name badge (optional) $10 category has
DOUBLE/FAMILY:
been approved

Registration Fegpayable upon joinidgncludes name badges) $20
Membership (due every year) $60 to encourage
Total Fee Payable on joining $80 students to
CORPORATE:

become
Registration Fee (payable upon joiniimgludes three name badges) $30 _ i
Yearly Fee $100 involved with
Total Fee Payable on joining $130 the

If after 1st January, membership fee is halvetregistration fee remains the same.
Just fill out the application form ameturn to:

Australian American Association

PO Box 6714

Halifax St SA 5000

Tel: 0400 295 853

E-Mail:aaasa@chariairg.au

Membership

Membership is open to those who are interested in fur-
thering the aims of the Association, and who are inter-
ested in participating in the fellowship provided by our

many social activities.

Associ atl]i
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